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The third exhibition at Sarah Shepard Gallery features the work of Japanese artist Kohei Nawa. The installation 
includes works from the Drawing, Direction and Ether series, featuring 11 unique works made between 2016 -2019.

“Drawing” captures the accidental phenomena transposed onto the media, as it occurs in front of the 
observer. The work documents various reactions sourced from electron microscope photographs of animal 
tissues, to sketches of plant cells, or the physical movement of liquid material. Trial and error of concepts such 
as Cell, (cell, grain, vessel), organic and inorganic matter, dot and grid, line and form, alignment and random, 
amorphous structures are repeated through the interlocking of image and materiality.

“Direction” which he began in 2012, conveys the dynamics of gravity imposed upon his materials as well as the 
reactive behavior of those materials within this dynamic. 

“Force in this sense refers to the gravity that exerts an influence on all things that exist in a space,” the artist 
explains. Expanding on the impetus behind these works, Nawa relates his practice to a broader theme: “When 
we think of space, we tend to imagine what life is like outside of the Earth but actually the Earth is also a part of 
space. I created the works based on our planet’s ecology.” 

The Direction series is comprised of large-scale paintings with diagonal bands, often in shades of black or muted 
color on white canvas or paper, which Nawa produces by setting the vertical support at a 15-degree angle before 
repeatedly streaming controlled amounts of paint from points along the upper edges, allowing pigment to 
slowly descend toward the lower edges. His paint follows both the surface of the support and a path formed by the 
previously painted surface as each parallel line guides the next, accumulating into opaque diagonal bands offset by 
white ground. 

“Ether” is a sculpture made through 3D modelling a drop of highly viscous liquid in various stages, as it falls and 
hits the floor. The form is traced out of the elastic tendency of a liquid droplet, through studies of photographed 
droplets and observations of the poured liquid with a high viscosity. The obtained silhouette is rotated in 3D, 
mirrored vertically, and stacked in random sequences. 

Kohei Nawa (b. 1975, Osaka) lives and works in Kyoto, Japan. He received a Ph.D. in Fine Art Sculpture from the 
Kyoto City University of Arts (2003). Notable solo exhibitions include: “L_B_S” at Ginza Maison Hermes, Tokyo, 
2009; “Synthesis” at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, 2011; and “SCULPTURE GARDEN” at Kirishi-
ma Open-air Art Museum, Kagoshima, 2013. He has participated in the 6th Asia Pacific Triennial in Brisbane, 
Australia, 2009; the 14th Asian Art Biennale Bangladesh in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 2010 (Grand Prize winner); 
Aichi Triennale in Nagoya, Japan, 2013, amongst others. Nawa is currently an Associate Professor at the Kyoto 
University of Art and Design.

For more information contact sarah@sarahshepardgallery.com or 917-375-2720. 
In collaboration with Pace Palo Alto.
Image caption: Kohei Nawa, Direction # 166, 2016, paint on canvas, 51-3/16 × 84-5/8 × 2-3/8 in. 


