
Caleb Charland
A Survey
June 4 - July 20, 2019

In this survey of Charland’s work over the last decade, the artist presents us with contemporary photographic works 
which delve into time, space, geometric patterns and illusory compositions. With nature and science as two constants, 
the work follows the artist’s guided principals to lead him down a path of exploration in the darkroom and natural 
environment.

“We have traveled a long way since those far off times when our ancestors gazed in wonder at the starry skies. As 
civilization progressed, Science arose out of a desire for a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of nature. I have 
untold reverence for the processes and rigor of great thinkers from the past; from Ptolemy to Newton, the pursuit of 
rare moments exposed the thread-work Einstein would see as an all encompassing cosmic fabric. Over the last few 
years the discovery of the existence of higher dimensions, the paradoxes of light speed, and theories of space and time 
folding over onto itself have informed and challenged my practice. Whether attempting to capture the interactions of 
light and gravity directly, or utilizing the basic tools of the darkroom to mimic cosmic 
possibilities, my hope is that this work affirms that even within the well tested laws of science there are, and must 
always be, pathways to reinterpretation and discovery.”
– Caleb Charland, March 2016

In one of the series shown in the exhibit, Fire and Wax, Charland transforms blank, unexposed sheets of silver gelatin 
paper into handworked, tactile abstractions. Using a red candle, Charland drips wax onto sheets of paper. As the 
flame burns and exposes the paper, drops of wax fall onto the emulsion. Like the red light in a darkroom, the red wax 
becomes a small filter, preventing further exposure by the flame. Once Charland achieves his desired pattern of drips 
he begins the development process. The wax, which first acted to resist exposure by the candle, then acts to resist the 
chemical development of the photograph. 

Charland earned a BFA in photography, with departmental honors, from the Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design in 2004, an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, as a Trustees Fellow, in 2010, and was a 
participant at the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in 2009. In 2016 Charland received the 
prestigious Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant in photography.

His work has been exhibited nationally and internationally, notably in solo shows at Blue Sky Gallery, Portland, Or-
egon (2010), Michael Mazzeo Gallery, New York (2011), and Gallery Kayafas, Boston (2013). He has been included 
in dozens of group shows including at ClampArt, New York (2012), Brancolini Grimaldi, London (2012), and the 
deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum, Lincoln MA (2012). During the summer of 2014, Charland’s work was part 
of a group show, curated by Katherine Ware, at the New Mexico Museum of Art; in the summer of 2015, Charland 
was included in a group show entitled “Take One: Contemporary Photographs,” at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 
Also in 2015, Charland was a featured speaker at the f295 Symposium in Pittsburgh, PA. His work is represented in 
several major collections including the Philadelphia Museum of Art, The Progressive Collection, and the Smithso-
nian American Art Museum, and he is featured regularly in literary publications.

For more information contact sarah@sarahshepardgallery.com or 917-375-2720. 


